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I.  DATE 


X6  Jan  6l 


3.  DATE-TIME  CROUP 

1800 


2.  LOCATION 

UO  id.  W of  Santa  Rosa  Island, 
& Lofi  Anfreles^  Calif omla 

4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

□ Ground*  ViBUol  D Ground- Rod  or 


CONCLUSIONS 


□ 

D 
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170200Z 


5.  • PHOTOS 

□ Yos 
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7,  LENGTH  OF. OBSERVATION 


B AIi^ViMol 
SOURCE 


□ Alr-Intoreop*  Rod  or 


Wo  ft  Bolloon 
Ptobobly  BoHoort 
Poftftibly  Balloon 

Woft  Aircraft 
Probably  Aircroll 
poftftibly  Aircroff 

Wo»  A»tronoinlea1  _ 
ProboMy  Astronomical 
Possible  Astfonomicol 


NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS  COURSE 


One  then  many 


3-^  Sec 

10.  BRIEP  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING  ROUnd. 

"basketball.  Blueish  white,  like  an  electric  ail 

___  « I 


Descending 


Ofhor  - '7  ' 

Insufficiont  Data  for  Evoluoften 

Unknown 


No  definate  formation.  Object  seen  by  pilot; 
passing  off  port  side  object  broke  into  severap. 
smaller  pieces.  Appeared  15* > 280®.  Object 
descended  and  broke  up  into  many  pieces,  t 
faded  out. 


II.  COMMENTS  Qf  object  is  chara* 

|Ct  teristic  of  a meteor  breaking  up  in 
the  earth's  atmosphere. 
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LCS  ANGELES,  JAN*  .16  (UPI)--A  GIANT  BALL  OE  EIRE  ELASHEB  ACROSS 
THE  HORIZON  IN  SOUTHERN  CALIEORNIA  TONIGHT,  ALARMING  RESIDENTS  UKO 
SUAKPED  POLICE  SVlTCHBOARIiS  WITH  INCUIRIES. 

THE  CONTROL  TOWER  AT  LOS  ANGELES  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT  SAID  IT 
RECEIVED  SEVERAL  REPORTS  CE  SIGHTINGS  ERON  PLANES  IN  THE  AREA  AS  WELL 
AS  CALLS  EROM  MANY  RESIDENTS. 

A SPOKESMAN  AT  THE  CIVIL  AERONAUTICS  TRAEEIC  CONTROL  CF.NTER 
DESCRIBED  THE  FLASH  AS  "A  HUGE  BALL  CE  EIRE  WHICH  SEEMED  TC  ES'LIT 
INTO  TWO  PARTS*  IT  WAS  .GOING  NORTH 


DESCRIBED  THE  FLASH  AS  "A  HUCE.BALL  CE  EIRE  WHICH  SEEMED  TO  SPLIT 
INTO  TWO  PARTS.  IT  WAS  . GOING.  NCRTHWEST* 

•WE  ASSUME  IT  WAS  A METEOR,. BUT  A LOT  OF  CALLERS  SAID  IT  LOOKED 
LIKE  A SATELLITE  REENTERING  THE  EARTH'S  ATMOSPHERE." 

THE  FLASH  CE  BRILLIANT  ORANGE-RED  FLAME  WAS  REPOSTED  ERCM 
SANTA  BARBARA,  ilO  MILES  UP  THE  COAST,  EROM  PALMDALE,  A DESERT  CITY 
ABOUT  100  MILES  NORTHEAST  OF  HERE,  AND  THROUGHOUT  THE  METROPOLITAN 
LCS  ANGELES- AREA. 

THERE  WA5.no  OFFICIAL  WORD  FROM  ANY  SOURCE  AS  TO  WHAT  THE 
EIRE  BALL  WAS.  •' 

IT  WAS  THE  FOURTH  SUCH  INCIDENT  THAT  HAS  KEPT  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIANS 
EDGY.  FIRST  WAS  A SLIGHT  EARTHCUAKE  FRIDAY  NTCHT.  A SONIC 
ECCM  RATTLED  THE  AREA  SATURDAY.  AND  HUGH  IS -FOOT  WAVES— SO  FAR 
a:  EX  PL  A IN  ED —HAVE  BEEN  BATTEllNC  THE  SHORELINE. 

"I  HEARD  A SWISHING  SOUNDi"' SAID  FONTANA  POLICEMAN  WILLIAM  ' 

TENNEY.  TENNEY,  AT  HONE  AT  fUE  TIME,  SAID  HE  HUSTLED  HIS  CHILDREN  INTO 
THE  HOUSE  AFTn)  IT  PASSED  OVER* 

POLICE  IN  FONTANA,  A SUBURB  i«0  MILES  EAST  OF  HERE,  SAID  THEY 
HAD  RECEIVED  RADIO  REPORTS  OF  SIGHTINGS  FROM  AS  FAR  AWAY  AS  SAN: 

DIIGO  TC  THE  SOUTH  AND  BAKERSFIELD  TO  THE  NORTH. 

•ITOS  A GIANT  W ... 
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•IT  WAS  A GIANT  WHITE  BALL  OF  FLAME  TRAILING  A COLD  TAIL,* 

SAID  POLICEHAK  TENNEY* 
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NO  ACROSS 
ALARi'.lNC 


nr.  !'.EXICC 
UCaTL  THI 
KSANCISCC 


SIGHT  IN 
ASE  ?IA 


' H "•  P.  _ 

^iYSTEnioiS  IlREoALL,  TO  KARIN  COUNTY  NC 
KETECfiOLCGlSTSATi  IAS  VEGAS.  IjJ  MILES 

L'AST'^LAST  NIGHT  AN CTHER  TREMENC 

TOE' SKY  IN  SOUTHERN  OREGON  AND  NCRTrilRN 
' AL  if.  t AU^OSiG'^”..  Kl-  I AVL  1 GhT  . 

THE  AIR  FORCE  AT  VAKEE.N&LR.:  AIR  HCHC  _ 

SEASIDE  AND  THE  HIGH  PRIORITY  BALLISTIC  .[i  I ^ 

•ERE  NO  U«S.  POCKET  'RIRINGS  AT  THE  TIN;  iH. 

•JON ISP'!RS3<®BTLBR WIT.es T 0?£l.06tL?ET  CS  p.i..  F.ST)., 


light  BRIGKTENED 
lighting  eureka. 


RAL  CALIFORNIA 
SAID  THERE 


C U.S.  ROCKET  FIRINGS  AT  THE  T1 
7 shortly  AFTER  Y O’CLOCK  ?ST  C 

ARENTLY  brightest  over  SOUTHiP.S 

lERD  BUT  BRILLIANT  BALL  CE  El  AK 
r.PlPTlCNS  OF  THE  FIREBALL  VAR  IE 
AS'^UME  IT  WAS  A KETECR  BREAK  l.N 
AEF.CNAUTICS  TRAFFINC  CCNTROl  CE 
LIKE  A SATELLITE  REENTER  IN-  Th 
FORCE  MAJ.  IRV  NEL'VIRTH,  A KC-; 
ON,  SAlIr  HE  SAW  THE  TAIL  FM  vF 


IT  .AS  LFSCRIBED 
ULTiCCLORED  GLOW*  ' 
IT  W.AS  sighted. 
SPCKEKAN  AT  THE 
fJGELRS.  "oLT  IT 
CSPHERE.? 

LLISTIC  KlSSILF. 

AS  HE  DROVE  INTO  hi 


E THAT  VAS 
YThING  I’VE  SEN." 
li  WERE  SWAKPED  WITH 
. CAll  ERE  TO  THC'SE 
J-CT  f ELL  NEAR  SAN 
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•IT  JUST  ICOKEI  LIKE  A KETE 
;AKIN'G  up.  BUT-  IT  WAS  BRIGHT 
THE  VSNTURA.-AND  SANTA*  BARBA 
LS-“AS  WERESKCtT  ARI.A  LAW  ENFCRC 
OFFICES,.  HOWEVER,  S A II  IT  LCC.KE 
S OB  IS  PCf— iOO'  K U ES  ■ NORI  H vF  U-S 
IN  SAN  LUIS.  03  IS  PC,  T.i'C'UGH,  THS 
TC  SEE- -A -WHITE  BALL  OF  FiANE  S 

7TH  PGH:  AllJN';  IT  ’».AS  T 
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LOS  ANGELES,,  JAN.  • :6  tUPIJ--A  GIAf.'T  >' Ik  E-TKA  I LINO  ;'1E7E0R 
FLASHEl  ACROSS  THE  HORIZON  THROUGHOUT  NOST  OF  CAlUCKNIA  TONIGHT, 
ALARMING  THOUSANDS  OK  RESIDENTS  ALREADY  EDGY  bECAUSE  OF  RECENT 
iJiE'>PLAINED  PHENOMENA. 

REPORTS  OF  sightings  CAME- FROM  SAN  DIEGC,  CN  7ME  MEXICO  OORBER. 

TO  MARIN  CCUNTY,  NORTH  OF  SAN  FRANCISCC--A  SPAN  CF  AbCUT  6JJ  NILES. 

IT  ALSO  '*AS  SIGHTED  EY  WEATHERMEN  IN  Ah  Aik  PORT  TOWER  IN  LAS 
VEGAS,  300  miles  INLAND.  - ..  - 

TOUCHEDOFF -BY :THE- THOUSANDS  OF  SIGHTINGS  WERE  WILD  REPORTS  OF -AIR 
CRASHES,  NUMEROUS. FIRES  STARTED  BYEKbERS  FROM  THE  METEORITE,  AND  THAT 
DEFENSE  INSTALLATIONS  HAD  TRACKED  THE  HUGE  FIREBALL  INTO  THE  PACIFIC 
CCEAN.  ALL  WERE  FALSE. 

• THE  MOUNT  WILSON  OBSERVATORY  IN  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA— WHERE  THE 
/TREbALL  APPEARED  MOST  bRILLlANT--SAID  IT  WAS  COMMON  FOR  PERIODIC 
SHOWERS ’OF  METEORS  TO  HIT  THE  -EARTH'S  ATMOSPHERE,  CAUSING  THEM  TO 
-APPEAR  QUITE  BRIGHT.  SUCH  A CONDITION,  A SPOKESMAN  SAID,  IS  KNOWN 
AS  DRACO  ID. 

JUST  LAST  NIGHT  A METEOR  FLASHED  ACROSS  THE  SKY  IN  SOUTHERN 
OREGON  and  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA,  LIGHTING  UP  EUREKA,  CALIF.,  ALMOST 
LIKE  DAYLIGHT.  ’k  . 

ACMECK  WITH  MILITARY  AND  DEFENSE  INSTALLATIONS  SHOWED  THERE  WAS 
NO  ROCKET  FIRINGS  AT  THE  TIME  THE  METEOR  WAS  SIGHTED,  ABOLT 
S O'CLOCK  TONIGHT  IS  P.  M.  1ST),  AND  THERE  W.AS  NO  RADAR  TRACKING 
CF  THE  FIERY  OBJECT* 

DESCRIPTIONS  OF  THE  FIREBALL  VARIED  AS  TC  WHERE  THEY  WERE  SEEN, 

:A)T  MOST  PEOPLE- AGREED  IT  WAS  RAPIDLY  MOVING  NCRTKWEST--A  GIANT 
BAa  CF  FIRE  TRAILING  A LONG  MULTICOLORED  TAIL.  OBSERVERS  IN  SOME 
AREAS  SAID  IT:LEFT  AN  EERIE  BLUISH  LIGHT  AFTERGLOW. 

\ AN  AIR  FORCE  OFFICER,  FAMILIAR  WITH  ROCKET  LAUNCHINGS  BOTH  AT 
‘GALIFCRNIA'S  VANDENBERG  AIR  FORCE  BASE  AND  CAPE  CANAVERAL,  FLA.,-' 

DESCRIBED  IT  AS, -•A  VERY  BRIGHT  LIGHT AS  BRIGHT  AS  I'VE  EVER  SEEN." 

ilPICKUP  .TTR,.PCH»vA113N:  . 'WE  ASSUME  ITJ  . 
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:aY  lead  KIBEBALL 

•.iJlT'.’Ri  NCTE—WHEN  A LARGE  METRCS  rLAEMEL  ACROSS  CALIECRNIA 
LAST  NIGHT,  IT  TOUCHED  OEE  A SERIES  Of  «1L!:--AN€  EALS  E--REPCRTS  THAT 
FRCVIEE  A CLASSIC- STUDY  IN  THE  SEGINNING-OK  PANIC.  THE  FOLLOW  INC 
-TORY  IS  A PROFILE  OF  THE  INCIPIENT  PANIC,  HCli  IT  DEVELOPED  AND  HOW 
IT  FINAU..Y  WAS., RESOLVED.  ' • , , 

4-BY  L'C'NALD  L't^NEFF  ’ • N - ’ • • ' ■- 

. ; united  press  INTERNATIONAL 

N-LOS  ANGaES.VJAN.  17  O.liPU  — IT  cEGAN  CALMLY  ENOUGH:  A MYSTERIOUS 
BRIGHT  light  W'AE‘ SEEN  FLASHING  ACROSS  THE  SKY  TRAILIN  A GLOVING 

TA  I l ^ 

Bb'ORt  IT  ENDED,  THERE.  WERE  RE.'^OR'i  THAT  FIRES-  WERE  RAGING 

throughout  CALIFORNIA,  that  METAL  LE.uRlS  AND  SPARKS  WERE  RAINING 
FROM  THE  SKY  ANDi^THAT  A MAN-MADE  SATELLITE  HAD  PLUNGED  TO  EARTH. 

.t^ALL  THE  REPORTS'.  WERE  FALSE  EXCEPT  THE  FIRST  ONE.  THERE  HAD 
INDEEi)  bt£N  A BRIGHT  FLASH.  . IT  WAS  CAUSED,  ASTRONOMERS  BELIEVE,  BY 
A'-HUCE  METEOR  THAT  BLA 2 EL  THROUGH  THE  EARTH'S  ATMOSPHERE,  LEAVING  A 
FIERY  TRAIL  THAT- WAS  SEEN  IN  MUCH  CF  CALIFORNIA  AND  .AS  FAR  AS ' 
iJO-  MILES  INLAND"  IN  NEVADA. 

’ IT  !*AS  NEARLY.  AN  HOUR  BEFORE  THE  riYSTFSICUS  FLASH  COULD'  BE 
IDENTIFIED.  DURING  THAT' TIKE  A RISING  TILE  OF  P.AN  IC  SEEMED  TC  OVERTAKE 
MiAMY  GENERALLY' RELIABLE  OFFICIALS  WHO  SOON  WERE  REPEATING  FANTASTIC 

RUMORS.  . ■'-vV'*-’ , ■ 

■•'UPI’S  LOS  A NCELFS  BUREAU  FIRST  GOT  TiPPED  CN  THE  FIREBALL  SHORTLY 
AFTER  6 P.  M.  BY -ITS  PHCTC  BUREAU  MANAoFR,  RAY  MARCNEY,  W HC  SIGHTED  THE 
fLASH  WHILE  AT  HOME. 


’ I ^ V . 


BUREAU  MANAoFR,  RAY  MARCNEY,  W HC  SIGHTED  THE 


A SERIES  OF.  CALLS  TC  POLICE,  LOS  ANGELF.S  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT, 

THE  CIVIL  AERONAUTICS  A.GENCY  AND  VAN!  ENBFRG  AIR  FCRCF  BASE  BROUGHT 
FORTH  enough  INFORMATION  TO  WARRANT  AN  URGLNT  STORY  THAT  AN  APPARLNT 
HUGE  METEOR  MAD;- FilAS KED  ACROSS  THE  AREA. 

.’  •.,THEK  A FLOOD. or  . IKCCMING  CALLS  FROM  CORRESPCNDLNTS  THROL'GHCUT 
CALirCSMlA  TO  BUREAUS  IN  LOS  AMGELFS,  SAN  DIEGO,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
AND  SACRAMENTO’ BEGAN  TAKING  ON  AN  ASPECT  OF  RUMOR  AND  PANIC. 

IN  SAN  FRANCISCO,  IT  WAS  REPORTED  FIRE  RAGING  IN  MONTERREY. 
CFFICIALS  IN  MONTfeRREr  SAID  NO  FIRES  WERE  THESE,  BUT  THEY  HEARD 
"THAT  FIRE  TRUCKS  .ARE  ROa INC  ALL  OVER  LOS  ANGELES."  THERE  WERE  . 

...NOHE  IN.LCS  ANGELES,  ALTHOUGH  THERE  WERE  SOME  FALSE.  ALARMS. . 
flmAN  AIR  FORCEu. err iCIAL  FROM  HAMILTON  AIR  FORCE  BASE  SAID  HE  UNDERSTOOD 
;THE‘vCAL1F0RN1A;;DISASTER  OFFICE'  in  SACRAMENTO  HAD  REPORTS  OF  FIRES  IN 
:jAKERSFiaD  AND  SANTA  BARBARA,  BLT.  OFFICIALS  IN  THOSE  CENTRAL  CITIES 
vSAJD  THAT  0UTS1DE;=>0E  numerous  false  ALARMS  they  THOUGHT  FIRES  WERE 
SiAlGlNC  IN  THE  MODESTO  AREA. 

'sl-THE  FIRE  RUMORS  HAD  GONE  FULL  CIRCLE.  THE  ONLY  INDICATICN  CF  VHAT 
■POSSIBLY  STARTED.'THE  RUMORS  WAS  SOME  CONTROLLED  BURNING  OF  WEEDS 
AT*-THAT  TIME  B.Y''"6FFIC1ALS  IN  SANTA  BARBARA  COUNTY. 

■'‘V  passers -BY-IN 'THE  AREA  APPARENTLY  CCNNECTED  THE  CONTROLLED  FIRES 
WITH  THE  FIREBALL.;... 
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■■  i-'RC/.  £l)WARts  AIr  >CRCf  BASE  tlEAR  LC.S  ANGELES  7i-E\  Crt*' E -T H E REPCRT-- 
U'i ; f IC  I AL — THAT  IT  V,‘AS 'BEL  lEVEI)  THE  AIR  EOhCE  TRACKlNi*  STATU>N  AT 
•.CXN.ASD  HAD  TRACKED  THE  EIREBALL.  ACCCKtING  TO  THE  HEPCRT,  THE  FIREBALL 
FELL  IN  THE  PACIFIC  U MILES  OFF  SAN  CLEJ^ENTF.  ISLAND  IN  THE  GENERAL 
SAN  LI  EGO  AREA.  ' ' 

THREE  TELEPHONE  CALLS  TO  CXNARL  AND  CALIS  TO  THE  TRACKING  STATIONS 
AT  POINT  ARGUELLO  AND  POINT  MUGU  OF  THE  PACIFIC  BALLISTIC  MISSILE 
RANGE  all  FAILED  TO  CONFIRM  THE  REPORT. 

THEY  ALSO  FAILED  TO  CONFIRM  REPORTS  FROM  WIDELY  SCATTERED  AREAS 
THAT  THE  FIREBALL  ACTUALLY  WAS  A MISSILE  OR  MAN-MADE  SATELLITE  BREAKING 
UP  IN  THE.  ATMOSPHERE. 

OTHER  REPORTS— ALL  CHECKED  OUT  AND  ALL  PROVED  FALSE— WERE  THAT  THE 
HREdALL  smashed  INTO  THE  HOLLYWOOD  HILLS  (WHICH  ARE  DENSELY  POPULATED), 
THAT  IT  CRASHED  INTO  A VALLEY  NEAR  BORON  AND  THAT  METAL  PIECES  FROM 
IT  WERE  FCUMD. 

THE  REPORTS  AGAIN  PROVED  TO  BE  FALSE,  AND  AS  IN  CTHEP.  CASES  APPARE.NT- 
LY  GREW  UP  AS  A MISUNDERSTANDING  BCTWEEN  AT  LEAST  THREE  SOURCES,  IN  . 
THIS  CASETHE  LANCASTER  SHERIFF'S  STATION  IN  LOS  ANGELES  COUNTY, 

EDWARDS  AFB  AND  THE  CIVIL  DEFENSE  WARNING  SYSTEM. 

Aa  TOLD,  AN  estimated  ■»  TELEPHONES  WERE  MADE  TO  THE  UPl  LOS 
ANGELES  BUREAU  DURING  THE  FIRST  FRANTIC  HOUR  CF  THE  FIREBALL  REPCRT, 

AND  ABOUT  « OUTGOING  CALLS  TO  CHECK  THE  STORY  WERE  PLACED. 

IT  -ENDED  AS  CALMLY  AS  IT  BEGAN,  WITH  THE  STORY  REPORTING  THAT  A 
METEOR -MAD  FLASHED  ACROSS  THE  SKY.  THE  STORY  GUCTED  A SPOKESMAN  FRCM 
MOUNT  WILSON  OBSERVATORY. IN  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  SAYING  SHOWERS  OF 
METEORS  WERE  COMMON  PERIOD1CALLY--THUS  BACKING  UP  REPORTS  OF  BRIGHT 
METEOR  SIGHTINGS  SUNDAY  IN  OREGON  AND  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  AND  LATE 
MONDAY,  IN  HOLLAND. 

THERE  WAS  NO  FALSE  REPORT  OF  RUKCRS  IN  UPI'S  STORY— .-BUT  REPORTERS 
LEARNED  AGAIN  THE  STANDARD  OBJECT  LESSON  TC  DOUBLE  CHECK  THEIR  SOURCES. 

AND  THEY  WERE  LEFT  WONDERING  AT  THE  DISTORTION  AND  PLAIN  FALSEHOODS 
THAT  SOMEHOW  SEEM  TO  SPRING  UP  AT  THE  FIRST  SIGNS  OF  PANIC. 

• -J- 

ALTERNATC  DAY  LEAD  FIREBALL 
BY  DON/CLD  L.  NEFF 

UNITED  PRESS  INTERNATIONAL 

LOS  ANGELES,  JAN.  IT  (UPI>— A HUGE  FIERY  MHECR  FLASHED  ACROSS 
CALIFORNIA  LAST  NIGHT,  TOUCHING  OFF  WIDESPREAD  FEAR  OF  FIRES. 

THE  BRIGHT  FLASH  WAS  SIGHTED  FROM  SAN  DIEGO  AT  THE  MEXICO 
BORDER  TO. NORTH  OF  SAN  FRANCISCd,  A DISTANCE  OF  ABOUT  6JJ  MILES.  AND 
AS  FAR  AS  SO  SIMILES  INLAND  IN  NEVADA. 

IT  WAS  THE  SECOND  BRIGHT  FLASH  SIGHTED  CN  THE  WEST  COAST  IN  TWO 
NIGHTS  AND  IT  BROUGHT  ABOUT  A SERIES  OF  NEAR-PANICKY  REPORTS  THAT 
FIRES  WERE  RAGINC'IN  MUCK  OF  CALIFORNIA,  CAUSED  BY  FAUING  EMBERS. 

OTHER  REPORTS  INCLUDED  FINDINGS  CF  METAL  PIECES  SUPPOSEDLY  DEBRIS 
FROM  THE  FIREBALL  AND  THE  BELIEF  THAT  IT  WAS  A MISSILE  CR  SATELLITE 
BREAKING  UP  IN  THE  SKY.  . 

•ALL  WERE  FALSE. 

ASTRONOMERS  AT  MOUNT  WILSON  CBSERVATCRY  IN  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 
SAID  THEY  BELIEVED  IT  TC.  BE  A METEOR.  THEY  SAID  PESICDIC 
SHOWERS  OF  METEORS  WERE  CCMMCN, 

SOME  HOURS' AFTER  THE  FIREBALL  FLASHED  ACROSS  CALIFORNIA  ABOUT  6 
PST,  A SIMILAR  BRIGHT  FLASH  WAS  SIGHTED  IN  HOLLAND.  IT  ALSO  WmS  ' 
cELISVED  TO  HAVE  BEEN  A METEOR  BURNING  UP  IN  THE  EARTH’S  SURFACE. 


tiLISViJl  TO  HAVE  BEEN  A METECR  BURNING  UP  IN  THE  EARTH’S  SURFACE. 

THE  APPEARANCE' OF  THE  METECR  IN  CALIFORNIA  AND  THE  RESULTANT  SPRE.^i 

CF  wild  rumors  AND' BEGINNINGS  CF  PANIC  P.RCVIDED  .A  CL.^SSIC  EXAMPLE  0.-' 

HOW  PANIC  STARTS. 

(PICKUP  ATH  PGH:  IT  WAS) 
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